
Reading with All 
Saints Benhilton 

Parents, carers, staff and children, welcome back to the to second edition of ‘Reading with All Saints Benhilton’. 
We hope you enjoy recommendations for books to read, teacher favourites, reading activities and much more! A 
new issue will be published every half term for all to enjoy! 

“Reading is to 
the mind what 
exercise is to 
the body.” – 
Richard Steele  

“Set your minds 
on things that 
are above, not 
on things that 
are on earth.” 
Colossians 3:2   

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Early Years Recommendations 

Arlo, the Lion Who Couldn’t Sleep by Catherine Rayner— Poor Arlo the lion is very 
tired but just can’t get to sleep. Desperate for some rest, Arlo meets Owl who sings him 
to sleep with a special, relaxing song. Arlo wakes feeling refreshed and ready to take 
on the day, but then Arlo wakes owl from her sleep. Fortunately, Arlo now knows a 
new song that will help. 

 

Meet the Oceans by Caryl Hart-  Discover the undersea caves of the Atlantic Ocean, 
visit the busy shipping lanes of the South China Sea and marvel at the spectacular 
Great Barrier Reef in the Coral Sea, which can be seen from space. From friendly 
beluga whales and giant jellyfish to tropical islands and enormous icebergs, there 
is so much to see on this exciting underwater adventure. 

KS1 Recommendations (Year 1 & 2) 

Space Detectives by Mark Powers - When Starville is dramatically thrown out 
of orbit onto a collision course with the moon, do Connor and Ethan have what 
it takes to save everyone from certain death? If the thought of meeting a Snar-
gletoothed Grizloid or a swarm of Neptuniun Nat-Rats doesn’t worry you, or if 
you like the sound of a zero-gravity bouncy castle, a hoover scooter, snorgle-
berry drizzle cake or swamp-lizard drumsticks, then this is a book you’ll defi-

nitely enjoy! 

The Puffin Keeper by Michael Morpurgo - Five year old Allen Williams is on a 
ship bound for Liverpool when it’s shipwrecked near a lighthouse on the Isles 
of Scilly. Benjamin Postlethwaite, the lighthouse keeper, rescues the passen-
gers in his small boat, saving them from the icy sea.  

As he grows up, Allen writes letters to Benjamin but never receives a reply. 
Finally, Allen decides to return to Scilly. Yet, when his call-up papers come 
for the war, he must brave the sea again and face more adventures. 

Lower KS2 Recommendations (Year 3 & 4) 

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renée Watson - Everything is changing in Ryan Hart’s life. Her father has lost his 
job so they have to move house and sell the car. Despite the difficulties, Ryan manages to find ways of 
‘making sunshine’, helped by friends who stick with her no matter what, and a caring family who laugh to-
gether and bond through their shared love of cooking. 

 

The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q. Raúf - Hector is a bully. He particularly dislikes teacher’s 
pet Mei Lei, and hates a local homeless man, Thomas.  

When a spate of London landmark sculptures are suddenly stolen, Hector reports Thomas to the police, 
but he realises he’s got it horribly wrong. Accepting he needs Mei Lei’s help, Hector must race against 
time to make sure justice is done—and that’s not the only thing he needs to change.  



 

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Upper KS2 recommendation (Year 5 & 6) 

The Lightening Catcher by Clare Weze - When Alfie moves into the village of Folding Ford, 
he is baffled by a series of strange occurences: a frozen puddle on a hot sunny day, a 
whirlwind in a bucket and a man with moths attached to his wrists by tiny threads. Deter-
mined to get to the bottom of these mysteries, Alfie enlists the help of his 
new best friend Sam. Equipped with a notebook and an abundance of 
curiosity, their investigations lead them to creepy Ash House, home of 
‘Moth-Man’ Nathaniel Clemm. 

A Street Dog Named Pup  by Gill Lewis - When Pup is abandoned in a strange, gloomy alley, 
all Pup wants to do is find his way home to the boy who loves him. But how can he do that 
when he doesn’t even know where he is? Luckily, there are streetwise dogs around who take 
him to a place of safety. But safety is always relative and life on the streets is hard, unpredict-
able and dangerous. Yet Pup never gives up on his dream of finding his boy again. 

Teacher Recommendations  

Miss Boucher 

Favourite Children’s Book - My favourite children’s books are the Harry Potter 
series. I loved reading these as a child and was mesmerised by the thought of a 
magical world just waiting to be found! I still like to reread the books as an 
adult or listen to the audiobooks! 

Reading in unusual places! 

Your challenge, this half term is to read in the most unusual place you can think of! 
Take a picture and email it to: 

 
chestnut@allsaintsbenhilton.org.uk 

 

The top three entries will receive a prize at the end of Lent 1. 

Good luck! 

Waterstones Book of the month 
Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean  (9+) - Things aren't going great for Archie Albright. His dad's 
acting weird, his mum too, and he all he wants is for everything to go back to normal, to three months before when 
his parents were happy and still lived together. When Archie sees a colourful, crumpled flyer fall out of Dad's pocket, 
he thinks he may have found the answer. Only problem? The answer might just lie at the end of the rainbow, an 
adventure away. 

Together with his best friends, Bell and Seb, Archie sets off on a heartwarming and unforgettable journey to try and 
fix his family, even if he has to break a few rules to do it... 



Links to books 

Arlo, the Lion Who Couldn’t Sleep by Catherine Rayner— https://www.amazon.co.uk/Arlo-Lion-
Who-Couldnt-Sleep/dp/150980420X 

Meet the Oceans by Caryl Hart— https://www.amazon.co.uk/Meet-Oceans-Caryl-Hart/
dp/1526603632 

Space Detectives by Mark Powers—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Space-Detectives-Mark-Powers/
dp/1526603187 

The Puffin Keeper  by Michael Morpurgo—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puffin-Keeper-Michael-
Morpurgo/dp/0241454484 

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renée Watson—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ways-Make-Sunshine-
Renee-Watson/dp/154760056X 

The Night Bus Hero by Onjali Q. Raúf—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Night-Bus-Hero-Onjali-
Rauf/dp/1510106774 

The Lightening Catcher by Clare Weze—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lightning-Catcher-Clare-
Weze/dp/1526622173 

A Street Dog Named Pup  by Gill Lewis—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Street-Dog-Named-Pup/
dp/1788452186 

Harry Potter Collection by J K Rowling—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Potter-Box-Set-
Collection/dp/1408856778 

Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean— https://www.amazon.co.uk/Me-
My-Dad-End-Rainbow/dp/1471199738 

 

 


